
WELCOME BACK CAPTAINS to SEM 2!  
Welcome home, CAPTains, and Happy 2016! Let‟s continue to learn 

and grow together this Semester, with a range of  opportunities: 

  

 A new Reading Group on Exploring Sustainable Development 

Goals will launch with Dr Joelle Lai & the Healthy Communities 

Reading Group returns under A/P Adeline Seow 

 The Minorities & Languages and Human Trafficking Reading 

Groups continue to go on strong 

 Look out for Master’s Teas announcements 

 Have you considered taking an Independent Study Module (ISM)  

or Capstone Experience? Drop a message to a Fellow you‟d like 

to work with, to explore further. 

 
Dr Daniel with CAPTains 

More details are within. Why not explore one or two this Semester? 
 

Dr Daniel Jew, Assoc Director of  Studies                                                                  Jan 2016 

                 

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE: 

CHRIS GILMOUR 

We‟re tremendously excited to have the award-

winning Chris visit us for 3 weeks from 17 Jan. 

Chris is from the UK and lives in Milan. He is 

famous for his sculptures from recycled 

cardboard & does a lot of  CE work with 

children and the elderly. 

Look out for his 

involvement in INS 

and other College 

events! 



If you’d like to know more, please visit: http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg  

NEW READING GROUP: EXPLORING SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

Contact: 

Dr Joelle Lai (chiuyun@nus.edu.sg) 

•   This reading group will explore the different aspects of  the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) adopted by world leaders at the United Nations in New 

York in September 2015.  

 

•   Replacing the Millennium Development Goals, the global 2030 Agenda comprises 

17 new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which will guide policy and funding 

for the next 15 years.  

•   We will do in depth readings on some of  the goals (chosen by 

members of  the reading group), and ask questions about 

Singapore’s (as well as ordinary citizens’) role in contributing 

to the goals, within Singapore and beyond.  

 

•   This group will meet on Thursdays, either from 2-4pm or 4-

6pm. Members will choose/vote for the most favourable timing 

for them. Come explore the SDG with us! 

http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg
mailto:ching@nus.edu.sg


READING GROUP: HEALTHY COMMUNITIES – FROM 

RESEARCH TO REALITY 

Contact:  

Assoc Prof  Adeline Seow (Adeline_Seow@nus.edu.sg) 

If you’d like to know more, please visit: http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg  

Healthy Communities is an interdisciplinary 

reading group comprising those who are interested 

in bridging the gap between evidence and practice, 

and in examining the real-world issues that 

individuals, communities and health systems face in 

trying to improve health. 

 

Specifically, the group aims to bring together 

faculty members and students from a variety of  

disciplinary backgrounds to consider factors 

influencing health, and interventions that would 

benefit the health of  communities around us. 

 

In the past few semesters, the Healthy 

Communities reading group focused on 

understanding the influence of  „norms and nudges‟ 

on health behavior. We looked at dietary choices 

amongst CAPTains, and the impact of  „nudges‟ on 

these choices. 

 

This semester, the readings, discussions and guest 

speakers will focus on issues related to 

healthcare and health inequalities in Singapore. 

Poster presentation on sugared beverages by 

former group member Teo Shao Wei 

I think the greatest impact 

of  the reading group was 

the positive effect it had 
on the eating behaviour 
of  me and my friends.  

– Ong Jun Yuan 

“ “ Group meets on Wed 4:30 – 6 pm  

(6 sessions, starting 20 Jan, 

ending Week 10) 

mailto:Adeline_Seow@nus.edu.sg
http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg


READING GROUP: MINORITIES & LANGUAGES 

Contact:  

Ms Wong Soon Fen (elcwsf@nus.edu.sg) & Assoc Prof  Bruce Lockhart 

If you’d like to know more, please visit: http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg  

This reading group explores the policies, 

challenges and research related to minorities 

and languages, with a special focus on 

minority languages in Singapore and the 

region.  

How have other Southeast Asian 

countries chosen some languages 

over others for official status? The 

group will discuss these questions 

and consider how language and 

education policies relate to concepts 

of  identity, ethnicity and nation 

building. 

  “ “ 

The sessions were very eye-
opening as we find out more about our 

lingual backgrounds and how what 

Singaporeans speak is a direct result of  

government policies – William Taslim 

This reading group feels special as 

it has allowed me to explore more 
about myself and my perception on 

language – Grace Gandi Goesantoso 
“ “ 

Why is Mandarin an official language 

in Singapore and Hokkien only a 

“dialect”?  What is the difference 

between a „dialect‟ and a „language‟? 

How and why has the number of  Indian 

languages available as Mother Tongue 

in schools expanded since 

independence?  

mailto:elcwsf@nus.edu.sg
http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg


READING GROUP: MITIGATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

This interdisciplinary reading and 

discussion group comprises 

students, academics and local 

activists who are interested in 

public and private policies aimed at 

mitigating human trafficking in the 

region. The group invites speakers 

who are involved in different 

sections of  the human trafficking 

chain to explore various 

perspectives of  the situation. 

 

Some of  the more prominent guest 

speakers/attendees come from 

HOME and EmancipAsia (local 

NGOs), the Ministry of  Manpower, 

Ministry of  Home Affairs and the 

US Embassy. 

  

 

Contact: 

Dr Kevin McGahan (polkm@nus.edu.sg)  

Students at the IOMx outreach event 

If you’d like to know more, please visit: 

http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg  

“ 

“ 

From attending the sessions of  

human trafficking reading 

groups, I realized that it is 

harder than it seems to 

distinctively categorize an 

act of  human trafficking – 

Aditya Hendraatmaja 

The Reading Group has opened a 
whole new world to me, as the topics 

explored were those I had never really 

thought about. The various discussions 

and talks helped me realise that human 
trafficking is pervasive and is 

related to us in direct ways – Kelly 

Chow 

“ 

“ 

mailto:rc3mk@nus.edu.sg
http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg


THE CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE 

You can  find out more about taking a Capstone module at : 

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/the-capstone-experience  

Friends@Court 

Partner: Community Justice Centre 

Project: At the Family Justice Courts, the group was mentored by District Judge Wong Sheng 
Kwai as they learnt about issues related to marriage breakdown, divorce and reconciliation 

 I am glad I was given this opportunity to see the 

work that lawyers do, and the part they play in the community 
of  these broken families – Tay Kun Wei “ 

“ 

Outreach to students from Damai Secondary School 

IRO SUMMER INTERNSHIPS 

Did you know that IRO offers a range of  global 

internships?  

 

To find out more, visit the Global Experience 

Fair on 19 & 20 Jan!  

 
http://www.nus.edu.sg/iro/events/gef/index.html 

 

http://www.nus.edu.sg/iro/opps/intern/index.html 
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STEER: INDIA 

View video! 

I am truly glad that I signed up for STEER India, 

as it was everything I thought it would be, 

and then some – Hong Yijun 

“ “ 

20 students (17 from CAPT, 3 from RC4) spent 

12 days in December exploring rural and urban 

India. The theme for this year was: 

(Re)building Communities: Preserving 
Traditions, Embracing Innovations, Creating 
Spaces 
 

In the 12 days, the students had the opportunity 

to pick the minds of  passionate founders and 

ground staff  of  NGOs to understand the 

challenges and satisfaction that made them do 

the work they do; they also heard stories from 

the locals to understand situations from their 

points of  view and, in the process, found out 

their hopes for the future.  

 

In Udaipur, the group visited a commercial 

enterprise with a social orientation, with sharing 

from the founder providing a deeper 

understanding of  how such a different 

enterprise fits into the socio-ecological space. 


