
We trust that you had a meaningful

summer and are ready to learn and

engage this Semester. Coming up:

• Four reading groups including a

new group on Regions (below)

• Why not consider preparing for

a Capstone or ISM next Sem?

• Approach a Fellow if you are

interested in exploring one of

these opportunities!

Assoc Prof  Reuben Wong 

Director of  Studies, Aug 2016

Welcome CAPTains!

NEW READING GROUP: Regions – Formations or Failure?

• This new reading group will explore the emergence and

construction of different regions, such as Europe, Southeast Asia

and the Middle East.

• We will discuss the concept of regionalism - politics, economics,

history, culture and other factors that shape regional

integration/disintegration.

• We will assess regional organisations such as ASEAN, the EU, Arab

League, NATO, etc. and contemporary issues such as Brexit.

Wed 4-6pm SR4

Contact: 

Assoc Prof Reuben Wong (polwongr@nus.edu.sg) & 

Dr Linda Matar (linda@nus.edu.sg) 

If you’d like to know more, please visit: blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg

mailto:polwongr@nus.edu.sg
mailto:linda@nus.edu.sg
http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg


READING GROUP: HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Contact: 

Assoc Prof  Adeline Seow (Adeline_Seow@nus.edu.sg)

If you’d like to know more, please visit: blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg

Could your morning cup of coffee

could be the reason you’re hearing

voices in your head? Or could it help

you stay healthy by avoiding diabetes

when you’re older? This semester, in

the light of the burgeoning café and

coffee culture, this Reading Group will

examine the evidence that underlies

some of these claims about coffee.

What are the tools that researchers use

The perspectives and thinking methodology

that are taught can be easily applied to

thinking about any other subject, to

constantly question my preconceptions

about the things that I hold to be true and not

to be content with my current perspectives.

– Joseph Ng

“ “

to establish benefit and harm in populations – are the reports accurate, or do they

have the potential to mislead?

CAPTains from any disciplinary background are welcome to sign up for this

Reading Group, the first session is a ‘taster’ and will be held on Tuesday, 16th

August, from 5-6:30 pm in SR4.
The group will discuss and decide when subsequent sessions will be held.

Taster session Tue 16 Aug 5-6.30pm SR4

mailto:Adeline_Seow@nus.edu.sg
http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg


READING GROUP: MINORITIES & LANGUAGES

If you’d like to know more, please visit: blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg

This reading group explores the policies,

challenges and research related to

minorities and languages, with a special

focus on Singapore and the region.

Why is Mandarin an official language in

Singapore and Hokkien, only a “dialect”?

What is the difference between a ‘dialect’

and a ‘language’? How and why has the

number of Indian languages available as

Mother Tongue in schools expanded

since independence? How have other

Southeast Asian countries chosen some

languages over others for official status?

The group will discuss these questions

and consider how language and

education policies relate to concepts of

identity, ethnicity and nation building.

This reading group has allowed

me to unlock new ways of
thinking about how languages

interact in complex multilingual

environments like Singapore and

Southeast Asia.

– Kevin Wong

“

“
I am able to understand and explore 

in great depth the complexity of  

language as political, economic, and 

social tools. The exploration also 

leads to the extent of  how language 
can generate the feeling of

being recognized 
– Deiber Theofilus Muljadi

“

“

Thurs 6-8pm SR4

Contact: 

Assoc Prof  Bruce Lockhart (hisbl@nus.edu.sg) & Ms Wong Soon Fen (rc3wsf@nus.edu.sg)

http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg
mailto:hisbl@nus.edu.sg
mailto:rc3wsf@nus.edu.sg


If you’d like to know more, please visit: blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg

READING GROUP: EXPLORING SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Contact:

Dr Joelle Lai (chiuyun@nus.edu.sg)

Dr Toh Tai Chong (rc3ttc@nus.edu.sg) 

• This reading group will explore the different aspects of  the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG) adopted by world leaders at the United Nations in New York in September 2015. 

•   Replacing Millennium Development Goals, the global 2030 Agenda comprises 17 new 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which will guide policy and funding for the next 15 

years. Some of  these goals include: No poverty, zero hunger, clean water and sanitation, 

sustainable cities and communities, and climate action.

• We will do in-depth readings on some of  the goals (chosen by 

members of  the Reading Group), and ask questions about 

Singapore’s (and well as ordinary citizens) role in contributing to 

the goals, within Singapore and beyond. 

I had a rather exhilarating experience through this

reading group, and I hope the books-off approach to the

entire programme will be continued as it allows for greater

flexibility and exploration of the various students’ interests.

– Kenji Ong

“ “
Mon 4-6pm SR3

http://blog.nus.edu.sg/captrg
mailto:chiuyun@nus.edu.sg
mailto:rc3ttc@nus.edu.sg
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sdgoverview.html


THE CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE: PROJECTS LAST SEM.

If you’re interested in taking a Capstone for credit, please visit:

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/the-capstone-experience

With the knowledge I have gained, this Capstone
experience prompted me to rethink my ideals of body
image. I hope that a ripple effect can be created to further
support the victims of Eating Disorders.– Yeo Wan Ling

“ “
Dialogue session with SAMH and Rock the Naked Truth (a 
body image movement).

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/other-academic-activities/reading-groups-at-capt


If you’re interested in taking a Capstone for credit, please visit:

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/the-capstone-experience

The Capstone experience has been
interesting and challenging, and has
implored us to think deeper about
issues and how the youths-at-risk
community can be more effectively
engaged. - Jiang Xinyu

“

THE CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE: PROJECTS LAST SEM.

This Capstone Experience has been
thoroughly enriching, with fulfilling
learning opportunities, from
learning about the communities, to
gaining experience in planning
activities and carrying out
interviews. I am exceptionally
grateful to have been given this
chance.

– Chua Pei Xuan

“

Handicraft work with youths.

““

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/other-academic-activities/reading-groups-at-capt
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YEP Overseas Service Learning Trips
Two student-initiated trips were held in Summer 2016.
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View CAPT 

Yunnan video 

here!

25 CAPT students (“CAPT Clouds”), went to Yunnan, China. They spent a week in a farming
community in Liang Mei Township, Lijiang. During the day, they conducted enrichment
activities for the children in the village school and painted murals. As a commitment to
environmental protection, the team also planted 100 fruit trees in the Township. They
then spent a week conducting enrichment activities and painting murals in the city school
– Jing Kang Yuan Primary School in Kunming.

19 CAPT students embarked on a
trip to Bangalore, India, and
engaged with Dream School
Foundation (DSF), an Indian
Charitable Trust that works with
public schools in Bangalore to
address the gaps in the public
education. The team spent time
before the trip designing month-
long curriculum for Grade 8 and 9
students. Besides academic
activities, they also conducted life-
skills training, team-building and
leadership activities.


