
WELCOME Home CAPTAINS! 

Welcome back, CAPTains, and Happy 2017! Let’s continue to

learn and grow together this Semester, with a range of

opportunities:

 A new Reading Group on Games, Communities &

Society will launch, led by Dr Alberto Corrias and myself

 The Regions, Exploring SDGs and Minorities &

Languages Reading Groups continue to meet this Sem

 Look out for Master’s Teas announcements

 Have you considered taking an Independent Study

Module (ISM) or Capstone Experience? Drop a message

to a Fellow you’d like to work with, to explore further

Why not explore one or two of these options this Semester?

Dr Daniel Jew, Assoc Director of Studies                                                        Jan 2017

NEW READING GROUP: Games, Communities & Society

If you’d like to know more, please visit: http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups 

Games have always been an integral part of community 

life. The Ancient Greeks introduced the Olympic Games. 

The Romans built spectacular arenas. Today, games are 

everywhere. The global games market is estimated to 

exceed 100 billion USD in 2017.

This reading groups aims to find common threads among 

various games, analyse reasons for their success and 

critically evaluate their role in society. The group will be 

of interest to those who wish to understand the basics of 

game theory, game design, game addictions, and the 

impact of games on communities.Contact:

Dr Alberto Corrias (alberto@nus.edu.sg)

Dr Daniel Jew (danieljew@nus.edu.sg) Mon 4-6pm

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups
mailto:alberto@nus.edu.sg?subject=Games, Communities & Society Reading Group
mailto:danieljew@nus.edu.sg?subject=Games, Communities & Society Reading Group


If you’d like to know more, please visit: http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups 

READING GROUP: Exploring Sustainable 

Development Goals

Contact:

Dr Joelle Lai (chiuyun@nus.edu.sg)

Dr Toh Tai Chong (rc3ttc@nus.edu.sg) 

Mon 4-6pm

• In its third run, this reading group will explore the different aspects of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 
(http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview.html) adopted by world leaders at 
the United Nations in New York in 2015.

• The 17 SDGs include: No poverty, zero hunger, clean water and sanitation, sustainable cities and 
communities, and climate action.

• We will do in depth readings on some of the goals (chosen by members of the reading group), and 
ask questions about Singapore’s (as well as ordinary citizens) role in contributing to the goals, 
within Singapore and beyond.

• This group will meet on Mondays 4-6pm. Come explore the SDGs with us!

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups
mailto:chiuyun@nus.edu.sg
mailto:rc3ttc@nus.edu.sg
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview.html


READING GROUP: Regions – Formations or Failure?

Thur 4-6pm

• This reading group will explore the emergence and construction of different regions, such as 
Europe, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Middle East and Latin America, investigating the factors that 
form a region, be it language, culture, economics, politics, geography, or a combination.

• Some the issues that will be discussed are the concept of regionalism, the politics, economics and 
history of regionalism, factors that shape regional disintegration and the challenges to integration.

• Together, the reading group will assess regional organisations such as ASEAN, EU, Arab League, 
NATO, etc. Contemporary developments such as Brexit and Trump will also be discussed.

Contact: 

Assoc Prof Reuben Wong (polwongr@nus.edu.sg) 

Dr Linda Matar (linda@nus.edu.sg) 

If you’d like to know more, please join the FaceBook group ‘Regions – CAPT RG 2016’ and visit: 

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups 

My most enjoyable part was learning about

how and why regional identity is

(re)constructed. One aspect I found

particularly memorable was the discussion

on whether shared identity shapes regional

organization or vice versa.

– Amanda Yip

“ “

mailto:polwongr@nus.edu.sg
mailto:linda@nus.edu.sg
http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups


READING GROUP: Minorities & Languages

Contact: 

Ms Wong Soon Fen (rc3wsf@nus.edu.sg)    Assoc Prof  Bruce Lockhart (hisbl@nus.edu.sg)

This reading group explores the policies, 

challenges and research related to minorities 

and languages, with a special focus on 

minority languages in Singapore and the 

region. 

How have other Southeast Asian 

countries chosen some languages 

over others for official status? The 

group will discuss these questions 

and consider how language and 

education policies relate to concepts 

of  identity, ethnicity and nation 

building.

“ “

This Reading Group has 

helped me to expand my 
worldview, and acquire a 
wider knowledge and 

deeper appreciation of  the 

social worlds beyond my 

immediate sphere 

– Brendan Loon

Language is such a basic part of  life 

that I have never actually thought
about the part it plays in society or 

even about how language is 
important in shaping a person’s 

identity 

– Christina d/o Muniandy

“ “

Why is Mandarin an official language 

in Singapore and Hokkien only a 

“dialect”?  What is the difference 

between a ‘dialect’ and a ‘language’? 

How and why has the number of  

Indian languages available as Mother 

Tongue in schools expanded since 

independence? 

If you’d like to know more, please visit: http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups 

Thur 6-8pm

mailto:rc3wsf@nus.edu.sg?subject=Minorities & Languages Reading Group
mailto:hisbl@nus.edu.sg?subject=Minorities & Languages Reading Group
http://capt.nus.edu.sg/academic-programme/reading-groups


NEW MODULE: Exploring 

Singapore’s Natural History 

& Heritage (UTC 1414)

Dr Joelle Lai (chiuyun@nus.edu.sg)            Assoc Prof  Bruce Lockhart (hisbl@nus.edu.sg) 

NEW MODULE: Emerging Asia: Successes & Challenges 
(UTC2405)

Dr Linda Matar (linda@nus.edu.sg) 

mailto:chiuyun@nus.edu.sg?subject=Discovering Singapore's Natural History module
mailto:hisbl@nus.edu.sg?subject=Discovering Singapore's Natural History module
mailto:linda@nus.edu.sg


SOCIAL INNOVATION WING: Tagaytay, Phillipines

The Social Innovation Wing of  CAPT travelled 

to Tagaytay, The Philippines in December 2016. 

They aided the parents of  the students at Holy 

Family School who make a livelihood through 

the Soap for Hope Programme by turning used 

soap into new soap bars for the daily needs of  

the students, whilst reducing waste at the same 

time. There was mutual learning of  cultural 

differences, and the 19 CAPT students also 

conducted educational activities for the students 

such as making lava lamps and teaching life 

skills such as financial literacy.



CAPT STUDENT LEADER MENTORSHIP: Yunnan, China

14 students from the College of  Alice & Peter Tan’s Student Leader Action 

Mentorship group (CAPT SLAM) mentored 20 youths from Tanglin Secondary 

School (TSS) as part of  a three-month programme which culminated in a 

cultural immersion trip to Yunnan, China from 1 to 10 December. The mentoring 

programme consisted of  eight sessions where mentors and mentees discussed 

issues such as leadership and beliefs. 

The programme aimed to inspire CAPT participants to take up more of  such 

engagement projects and to impart leadership skills in TSS students. During a 

visit to Ling Hu Primary School in Yunnan, TSS students taught the children 

Frisbee and played games with them. Another team of  TSS students conducted a 

Health Fair in Mandarin, to educate the young about the damaging consequences 

of  smoking, and of  addiction to drugs and computers.



STEER: Myanmar

23 CAPTains went on a 13-day trip to Myanmar 

in December, exploring the themes of  

employability and environment in Myanmar. 

Students visited sites and travelled to places using 

different modes of  transportation – on buses, 

river cruise, bicycles, local train. 

Students had the opportunity to interact with the 

ambassador for Singapore and various 

stakeholders - non-governmental organisations, 

religious leaders, locals from different 

backgrounds, and Singaporeans involved in 

business in Myanmar.

These stakeholders provided different 

perspectives and viewpoints on issues, and 

discussed various topics including politics, 

religion, environment and community work. The 

trip allowed students to make various 

comparisons to Singapore and understand the 

relationship between both countries. 
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“Visiting and experiencing India was akin to finding

more about yourself.
– Reizo Ang

View more photos and reflections! 

“ “It caused me to realise that there is a greater world out

there (especially rural communities) apart from the

largely urbanised Singapore that I've always live in.

– Adeline Kui

“ “This trip has been a big wide canvas for me. It has given me the

space to learn as much as I wanted to through the lens of

community development.
– Jonathan Koh

UTC2404 was CAPT’s 

first for-credit study trip, 

with a 12-day trip to India 

to explore the concepts, 

practices and issues of 

community development in 

(re)building marginalised

communities.

http://indiaversity.wixsite.com/2016
http://indiaversity.wixsite.com/2016

