
Dr Daniel Jew
Assoc Director of  Studies, Jan 2019

Welcome CAPTains to 2019!

To find out more about available scholarships, do visit:
http://utown.nus.edu.sg/apply/financial-aid-and-scholarships/#scholarships

This Semester we have three new
Modules on Bioethics, Cities & Nature
and Games in Society (with a fourth
based on an overseas trip to Europe this
Summer). The Social Entrepreneurship
and Minorities and Languages Reading
Groups are meeting again, and we have
a new group on Welfarism, with
academic visitor Dr Lee Siew-Peng.
Enjoy your learning!

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES SCHOLARSHIPS 2018-9
The RC Scholarships help recognise academic excellence amongst students who help
provide intellectual leadership in the College’s formal and informal curriculums. Why
not consider applying this June? Congratulations to the successful applicants for this
academic year.

• Genevieve Yong Mei Qi
• Heather Huixian I’anson-Holton
• Jocelyn Hiranyajinda
• Ng Qi Hao Joshua
• Ng Shu Ting, Emily
• Tan Zheng Hao, Marcus
• Vanessa Tan Xiao Xuan

• Alicia Chng Li Bin
• Amanda Chok Kay-Lyn
• Amanda Fu Simin
• Charlene Chia Cui Ting
• Chen Meng Jia
• Daphne Lim Hui Min
• Freda Mah Cheng Yee



This module evaluates board and
digital games and their influence on
culture and communities. How do
games impact our health, relationships,
and behaviour? Can they change the
ways we learn, and understand the
world? We engage communities such
as professional gamers, game
designers, and women in gaming, and
explore emerging technologies such as
AR and VR.

Contact: Dr Daniel Jew (danieljew@nus.edu.sg)

NEW JUNIOR SEMINARS:  
UTC1417 BIOETHICS IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Contact: Assoc Prof  Seow Teck Keong (teckeong.capt@nus.edu.sg) 

Bio-medicine and biotechnology are
rapidly progressing technologies in the
21st century. Who carries
responsibility for debating the ethical
use of these innovations – national
committees, or everyday citizens? This
module will explore issues running
from the beginning of human life (such
as cloning), throughout life (such as
biological enhancements) and at life’s
end (such as the ethics of assisted
death).

UTC1416 GAMES, GAME COMMUNITIES & SOCIETY
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Must urbanisation come at the
expense of the environment? Using
insights from urban planning, ecology,
engineering, sociology and public
policy, this module focuses on how
cities can integrate with nature to
create sustainable communities which
minimise humans’ ecological
footprint. Using Singapore as a case
study, students will be able to apply
the concepts outlined in the
Sustainable Singapore Blueprint into
their communities.

Contact: Dr Toh Tai Chong (taichong.toh@nus.edu.sg)

NEW SENIOR SEMINARS:  
UTC2406 CITIES & NATURE

UTC2410A RECONSTRUCTING COMMUNITIES: 
INSIGHTS INTO THE BALKANS (SUMMER 2019)

This module explores concepts and practices in
post-conflict community reconstruction in the
successor states of ex-Yugoslavia. It offers an
interactive learning opportunity that combines
development and conflict/peace theories,
classroom discussions in Singapore, and a study
trip to Europe. Students will critically examine
debates about rebuilding communities, as well as
the ethical, social, and economic challenges of
community development and reconstruction.

Contact: Assoc Prof  Reuben Wong (polwongr@nus.edu.sg) & 
Dr Alberto Corrias (alberto@nus.edu.sg)

Market in 
Sarajevo, 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
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READING GROUP: DISCOURSES ON SOCIAL 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP: ENTERPRISE VS EQUALITY

The fields of Social Enterprise, Social Entrepreneurship and Social
Innovation are attracting a lot of attention and investment across
different academic disciplines. By bringing together scholars from
different disciplines (Business, Medicine, new Media &
Communications, Education, Human Development and Social Work)
with diverse perspectives on these topics, the group will provide a
new framework to think about community engagement and the
challenges of addressing social and environmental problems.

First session on Wednesday, 30 Jan, 4-6pm, SR5

Find out more and sign up at capt.nus.edu.sg/current-students/reading-groups

NEW READING GROUP :  LIVING IN A WELFARE STATE

Contact: Dr Kankana Mukhopadhyay (kankana.m@nus.edu.sg)

Led by Academic Visitor Dr Lee Siew-Peng and Dr Linda
Matar, participants will see how different components of
welfare benefits inter-relate (or not) in a very complex manner.
Drawing upon examples of states that provide welfare-
enhancing measures to the citizens, the convenors will use
their insights (e.g. from dispensing benefits advice) to
explicate the effects of different aspects of welfare systems
and to understand debates about inequality globally and in
Singapore. Contact: Dr Linda Matar (linda@nus.edu.sg) Dr Linda Matar & Dr Lee Siew-Peng

First session on Thursday, 31 Jan, 6-8 pm, SR5

READING GROUP: MINORITIES & LANGUAGES
First session on Tuesday, 29 Jan, 6-8pm, SR6

Contact: Assoc Prof Bruce Lockhart (hisbl@nus.edu.sg) & Ms Wong Soon Fen (rc3wsf@nus.edu.sg) 

Why is Mandarin an official language in
Singapore and Hokkien only a “dialect”?
How and why has the number of Indian
languages available as Mother Tongue in
schools expanded since independence?
Why have other Southeast Asian
countries chosen some languages over
others for official status? The group will
discuss these questions and consider how
language and education policies relate to
concepts of identity, ethnicity and nation
building.



ACADEMIC VISITORS THIS SEMESTER

Dr Lee Siew-Peng‘s career has taken her from
Singapore to Amsterdam and then London, spanning
the academic, business and non-profit sectors. Her PhD
was based on research in a cluster of sheltered housing
schemes designed for elderly Chinese in the north of
England. Though her main academic interests are in
ageing amongst ethnic and migrant groups, her current
interests include the welfare state and business
anthropology.

During her time in CAPT, Dr Lee will be leading the
Living in a Welfare State Reading Group together
with Dr Linda Matar. She will be in CAPT from 21
January to 28 March 2019. You can contact Assoc
Prof Reuben Wong if you would like to touch base
with Dr Lee.

Ms Michelle Reader has a BA in Fine Art and an MA
in Scenography. She has recently relocated from
London to Nottinghamshire and is now based at the
Harley Foundation Workshops in Welbeck just to the
north of Sherwood Forest. She makes unique
figurative recycled sculptures from household and
industrial waste combined with found objects sourced
from charity shops and reclamation yards. Her
sculptures sometimes have mechanical elements, using
the working parts of old toys, clocks or other objects.

She will be in CAPT from 16 to 23 February 2019;
look out for her Master’s Tea and some other art
projects around the College. You can contact Assoc
Prof Greg Petersen if you would like to touch base
with Michelle.



THE CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE: PROJECTS LAST SEM.

If you’re interested in taking a Capstone for credit, please visit:

http://capt.nus.edu.sg/current-students/capstone
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A group of 22 CAPTains went on a STEER India experiential
learning trip as part of the module UTC2404 (Re)Building
Communities: Insights from India. During the 12-day trip across
urban and rural landscapes of the states of Gujarat and Rajasthan,
the students immersed themselves in exploring, experiencing and
learning the different community development models and cultural
concepts. Through meaningful engagements and conversations with
the migrant communities, artisans, and women self-help-groups, the
team gained insights into societal marginalization and the resilience
that these communities build and exercise through solidarity and
agency.

UTC2404 (RE)BUILDING COMMUNITIES: 
INSIGHTS FROM INDIA

A group of 23 students went for a 16-day STEER trip to
Myanmar, visting the cities of Mandalay, Nyung Shwe, Lake Inle
and Yangon. CAPTains learnt about youth & rural development,
nature conservation, sustainable tourism, culture heritage, labour
and migration and technology innovation in the young budding
democratic country, taking in its breath-taking natural landscape.

This STEER covered a broad range of topics and exposed me to 
disciplines beyond my own, allowed me to engage with industry 
professionals that I would never have had access to in this stage of 
my life… -Heather I’anson-Holton

“ “
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OVERSEAS SERVICE LEARNING TRIPS CAPT-TSS SLAM
In its third run, the CAPT Student Leader Action
Mentorship (CAPTSLAM) saw 25 CAPTains mentoring
44 students from Tanglin Secondary School (TSS) as part
of the three-month mentorship programme which
concluded with a cultural immersion trip to Chiang Mai,
Thailand. By learning through action in the preparation
process, execution of activities and through conducting
reflection conscientiously, the mentors instil shared values
and foster good habits and practices in the TSS students.
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